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7KLV�LV�WKH�,QğQLWH�5HFHLYLQJ�3RGFDVW�KHOSLQJ�FRQVFLRXV�OHDGHUV�WDS�LQWR�D�ZHDOWK�RI
DEXQGDQFH�DFURVV�DOO�DUHDV�RI�\RXU�OLIH�DQG�EXVLQHVV��,
P�6X]\�$VKZRUWK��$QG�,
OO�EH
VKDULQJ�ZLWK�\RX�KRZ�\RX�FDQ�XSJUDGH�\RXU�UHDOLW\�WKURXJK�4XDQWXP�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ
EHFDXVH�\RX�DUH�UHDG\�IRU�LQğQLWH�UHFHLYLQJ�

+HOOR��+HOOR��+HOOR�\RX�JRUJHRXV�KXPDQ�EHLQJV�LW�LV�6X]\�$VKZRUWK�KHUH�DQG�\RX�DUH
OLVWHQLQJ�WR�WKH�,QğQLWH�5HFHLYLQJ�3RGFDVW��$QG�,
P�H[FLWHG�WR�EH�EDFN�LQ�WKH�VWXGLR�
:KHQ�,�VD\�VWXGLR��,�PHDQ�XVLQJ�P\�PLF��DQG�,
YH�JRW�DOO�SURIHVVLRQDO�\RX�FDQ
W�VHH�
EXW�,
YH�JRW�VRPH�KHDGSKRQHV�RQ��6R�,�IHHO�OLNH�,
P�LQ�P\�KRPH�VWXGLR��$QG�,
YH�JRW
D�JRRG�RQH�IRU�\RX��7RGD\�ZH�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�EH�GLVFXVVLQJ�VKDULQJ�DQG�FRQYHUVLQJ�RQ
WKUHH�VXUSULVLQJ�UHPLQGHUV�WKDW�,�UHFHLYHG�IRU�P\�ELUWKGD\��,W�KDV�EHHQ�P\�ELUWKGD\
PRQWK��2FWREHU��$QG�,�DP�QRZ�DW�WKH�ULSH�\RXQJ�DJH�RI�����$QG�,�KDYH�VR�PXFK�WR
FHOHEUDWH��$QG�,�UHDOO\�JHQXLQHO\�IHHO�WKDW�WKLV�ODVW�����GD\V��OLNH�RQ�SDSHU�KDG�WKH
SRWHQWLDO�WR�EH�D�VKLW�VKRZ��LI�,�DP�KRQHVW�ZLWK�\RX��$QG�DFWXDOO\�LW�KDV�EHHQ
DPD]LQJ��,�KDYH�ORYHG�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�ZH
YH�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�WUDYHO��$QG�,�GRQ
W�WKLQN�,
YH
HYHU�EHHQ�DZD\�DV�PXFK�DV�ZKDW�,�KDYH�EHHQ�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�\HDU��$QG�WKDW�KDV
EURXJKW�PH�VR�PXFK�MR\�DQG�VR�PXFK�IXOğOPHQW��$QG�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��,�DP�DOVR
ORRNLQJ�IRUZDUG�WR������EHLQJ�D�OLWWOH�ELW�PRUH�JURXQGHG��EHFDXVH�HYHQ�WKRXJK�,
KDYH�ORYHG�DOO�RI�WKH�WUDYHO��WKHUH
V�D�GLIIHUHQW�HQHUJ\�FRPLQJ�WKURXJK��$QG�,�GRQ
W
KDYH�WKH�GHVLUH�WR�EH�DZD\�HYHU\�PRQWK��OLNH�,�KDYH�EHHQ�WKLV�\HDU��SUHWW\�PXFK
HYHU\�PRQWK��QH[W�\HDU��OLNH�ZH
YH�GRQH�WKDW�WKDW�ZDV�������6R�������PD\EH������LV
JRLQJ�WR�ORRN�GLIIHUHQW��%XW�VXIğFH�WR�VD\��ZKHQ�,�UHĠHFWHG�RQ�WKH�ODVW�F\FOH�DURXQG
WKH�VXQ��KRZ�,�IHOW�QRW�MXVW�WKH�WUDYHO��EXW�UHDOO\�KRZ�,�IHOW�ZLWKLQ�P\VHOI�KRZ�WKH�NLGV
KDYH�EHHQ�KRZ�WKLQJV�KDYH�EHHQ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�EXVLQHVV��,�DP�VR�SURXG�DQG�VR�KDSS\
DQG�VR�JUDWHIXO�IRU�ZKDW�KDV�WUDQVSLUHG�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�\HDU��$QG�,�ZLOO�UHFRUG�DQRWKHU
SRGFDVW�DFWXDOO\�MXVW�DURXQG�WKH�DFWXDO�OHVVRQV�WKDW�,�OHDUQHG�DQG�WKH�PXVFOHV�WKDW
JRW�WHVWHG�DQG�VWUHQJWKHQHG�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�\HDU�EHFDXVH�,�GHğQLWHO\�IHHO�OLNH�2FWREHU
�����7KHUH�ZDV�D�QHZ�HQHUJ\�WKDW�FDPH�LQ�WKDW�VDLG��5HOD[��,�ZDQW�WR�VKDUH�ZLWK�\RX
ZKDW�KDV�KDSSHQHG�LQ�WKDW�LQ�LQYHUWHG�FRPPDV�UHOD[DWLRQ�SKDVH��DQG�LW�QRZ�IHHOV
OLNH�WKH�IRRWV�EDFN�RQ�WKH�JDV��,�IHHO�OLNH�WKH�HQHUJ\�KDV�EHHQ�SHUFRODWLQJ��,W�KDV
EHHQ�LW
V�MXVW�EHHQ�EXLOGLQJ�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�\HDU��$QG�QRZ�,
P�OLNH�UHDG\�WR�JR��:H
YH
EHHQ�SXOOLQJ�EDFN�WKH�DUURZ��$QG�QRZ�,
P�OLNH����LV�KHUH��/HW
V�JR��+RZHYHU��EHIRUH�,
JHW�LQWR�DOO�RI�WKDW��,�ZDQW�WR�VKDUH�ZLWK�\RX�WKUHH�VSHFLğF�WKLQJV�WKDW�FDPH�XS�IRU
PH�RYHU�P\�ELUWKGD\�WKDW�,�ZDVQ
W�H[SHFWLQJ��%XW�WKHVH�DUH�QRW�QHZ�OHVVRQV��WKH\
UH
UHPLQGHUV��$QG�VR�,�ZDQW�WR�VKDUH�WKHVH�ZLWK�\RX�LQ�WKH�KRSH�WKDW�ZKHWKHU�LW
V�\RXU
ELUWKGD\�RU�QRW��\RX�FDQ�UHFRJQLVH�\RXUVHOI�LQ�WKHVH�DQG�UHDOO\��OLNH�ZH�ZDQW�\RX�WR
VWRS�
,�ZDQW�\RX�WR�QRWLFH�DV�TXLFNO\�DV�SRVVLEOH�VR�WKDW�\RX�FDQ�DGMXVW�\RXU�EHKDYLRXU�VR
WKDW�\RX
UH�DEOH�WR�UHDOO\�EH�LQ�FRQVFLRXV�UHFHLYLQJ�D�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�PRGH�UDWKHU�WKDQ



EORFNLQJ�\RXUVHOI�ZKLFK�LV�ZKDW�,�GLG�GHğQLWHO\�IRU�D�SRUWLRQ�RI�P\�ELUWKGD\��6R�WKH
ğUVW�UHPLQGHU�WKDW�,�JRW�ZDV�WKDW�LW�LV�UHDOO\�UHDOO\�HDV\�WR�EORFN�\RXUVHOI�IURP
FRQVFLRXVO\�UHFHLYLQJ�ZKHQ�\RX
UH�RSHUDWLQJ�IURP�D�SODFH�RI�LW�QHHGV�WR�ORRN�D
FHUWDLQ�ZD\�IRU�LW�WR�FRXQW��1RZ��,�ZDQW�WR�JLYH�P\VHOI�D�OLWWOH�ELW�RI�JUDFH�EHFDXVH
WKH�UHDOLW\�LV�LV�WKDW�RQ�P\�ELUWKGD\��GHVSLWH�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�,
,W
V�RQ�WKH�FDOHQGDU��,
G�VSRNHQ�WR�WKH�NLGV�DERXW�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�LW�ZDV�P\�ELUWKGD\�
$QG�HYHQ�WKH�GD\�EHIRUH��,
G�VDLG��2K��LW
V�P\�ELUWKGD\�WRPRUURZ��2Q�P\�ELUWKGD\�
ZKHQ�,�ZRNH�XS�DQG�JRW�WKH�NLGV�XS��,�WKHUH�ZDV�QDGD�IRU�0DPD��WKHUH�ZHUH�QR
FDUGV��WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�JLIWV��WKHUH�ZDV�QRWKLQJ��1RZ�WR�EH�IDLU�WR�P\�NLGV��WKH�ZD\
WKDW�LW�QRUPDOO\�ZRUNV�RQ�ELUWKGD\V�IRU�P\VHOI��DQG�IRU�-HURPH�LV�WKDW�RQ�-HURPH
V
ELUWKGD\��,�ZLOO�NLQG�RI�JHW�WKHP�D�ELW�UDOOLHG�XS��$QG�ZH
OO�JR��ZH
OO�JR�DQG�JHW�WKH
JLIWV��6RPHWLPHV�ZH
OO�JHW�D�FDNH��ZH
OO�GR�WKH�FDUGV��$QG�WKHQ�,�ZLOO�PDNH�VXUH�WKDW
ZKHQ�WKH\�JR�WR�KLV��WKH\
YH�JRW�HYHU\WKLQJ��$QG�WKHQ�RQ�KLV�ELUWKGD\��WKH\�ZLOO�GR�D
LQ�LQYHUWHG�FRPPDV��6XUSULVH��,�VD\�LQ�LQYHUWHG�FRPPDV��EHFDXVH�WKH\�JHW�H[FLWHG�
$QG�REYLRXVO\�WKH\�VSLOO�WKH�EHDQV��%XW�XOWLPDWHO\��WKHUH�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKHUH�IRU�KLP�
ZKLFK�,�KDYH�RUJDQLVHG��1RZ��WKH�NLGV�DUH�D�OLWWOH�ELW�ROGHU��&HVDU�LV�LQ�VHFRQGDU\
VFKRRO�QRZ��$QG�KH�KDV�SRFNHW�PRQH\��$QG�WKHUH�LV�D�OLWWOH�ELW�QRW�PDVVLYH��EXW
WKHUH
V�D�OLWWOH�ELW�PRUH�RI�DQ�H[SHFWDWLRQ�IRU�KLP�WR�WDNH�MXVW�D�OLWWOH�ELW�PRUH
UHVSRQVLELOLW\�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�ZKHUH�KH
V�JRLQJ�WR�LQYHVW�KLV�PRQH\��6R�IRU
LQVWDQFH��KH�OLNHV�WR�EX\�KLV�IULHQGV�JLIWV�RQ�WKHLU�ELUWKGD\V��6R�WKHUH
V�D�OLWWOH�SLHFH
RI�PH�WKDW
V�OLNH��FRPH�RQ�&HVDU��\RX�VKRXOG�KDYH��\RX�VKRXOG�KDYH�JRW�WKLQJV
WRJHWKHU�D�OLWWOH�ELW��$QG�PRUH�VR�WKDQ�WKDW��/LNH��ZKR�LV�WKH�DGXOW�LQ�WKLV�VLWXDWLRQ"
&RPH�RQ��-HURPH��JHW�\RXU�VKDUHV�DOO�WRJHWKHU��(YHQ�WKRXJK�ZH
UH�QRW�WRJHWKHU�
0LNH��EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�NLGV�EHLQJ�DW�WKH�DJH�WKDW�WKH\�DUH��$QG�LW
V�LPSRUWDQW�WR�MXVW
DFNQRZOHGJH�DQG�FHOHEUDWH�DQG�DSSUHFLDWH�HDFK�RWKHU�RQ�RXU�ELUWKGD\V��OLNH��WKHUH
ZDV�D�OLWWOH�ELW�RI�WKHUH�ZDV�GHğQLWHO\�H[SHFWDWLRQ�WKDW�KH�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�PRUH
FRQVFLRXV�DQG�PRUH�DZDUH��6R�ZKHQ�,�ğUVW�JRW�XS�RQ�P\�ELUWKGD\��,
P�QRW�JRQQD�OLH�
,�ZDV�D�OLWWOH�ELW�GLVDSSRLQWHG��%HDULQJ�LQ�PLQG��LW
V�KDOI�SDVW�VHYHQ�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�
1RWKLQJ�VXUYLYHG��3RVWPDQ�KDVQ
W�EHHQ��,W
V�PH�DQG�WKH�NLGV�DQG�,
P�MXVW�D�ELW�E\�
$QG�VR�WKHQ�ZKHQ�WKH\�NLQG�RI�FORFN�RQ��DQG�WKH\
UH�DOO�VD\LQJ�KDSS\�ELUWKGD\�WR
PH��,�DP�QRW�LQ�UHFHLYLQJ�PRGH�DW�DOO��,
P�OLNH��<HDK��RND\��ğQH��&RPH�RQ��OHW
V�JHW
RXU�VWXII�WRJHWKHU��$QG�WKDW
V�DOVR�QRW�WKH�YLEH��,�GRQ
W�QHHG�WR�SXQLVK�WKHP��:KLFK
XOWLPDWHO\��OLNH�SDVVLYHO\�DJJUHVVLYHO\��OLNH�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�VKRXWLQJ�RU�WHOOLQJ�RII�EXW
SDVVLYHO\��DJJUHVVLYHO\��ZLWKGUDZLQJ��UHWUHDWLQJ��EHFDXVH�,�DP�IHHOLQJ�XSVHW��6R�HYHQ
WKRXJK�ZKDW�,�ZDQWHG�ZDV�WR�EH�DFNQRZOHGJHG��DQG�EH�DSSUHFLDWLYH��$QG�HYHQ
WKRXJK�WKH�NLGV�ZHUH�TXLHW��D�OLWWOH�ELW�RI�D�QXGJH��LW�ZDVQ
W�HQRXJK�IRU�PH�LQ�WKDW
PRPHQW��$QG�VR�,�EORFNHG�P\VHOI��$QG�RQ�UHĠHFWLRQ��LW�GLGQ
W�QHHG�WR�EH�OLNH�WKDW�
$QG�ZKLOVW�LW
V�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�,�JHW�WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�P\�IHHOLQJV��DQG�RQH�RI�WKH�ELJ
WKLQJV�WKDW�ZH�WDONHG�DERXW�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�FKLOOHG�RXW�DQG�RSHQ�ZDV�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�LW�LV
LPSRUWDQW�WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�HDFK�RWKHU
V�ELUWKGD\V��$QG�HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKHLU�NLGV�WR
WDNH�WKH�WLPH�WR�OLNH�PDNH�D�FDUG�DQG�ZULWH�D�FDUG�PHDQV�D�ORW�WR�PH��OLNH�RQ
0RWKHU
V�'D\��DQG�RQ�P\�ELUWKGD\��WKRVH�WZR�GD\V�RI�WKH�\HDU��LW�PHDQV�D�ORW�IRU
WKHP�WR�JR�WR�WKH�HIIRUW�WR�OHW�PH�NQRZ�WKDW�WKH\�DSSUHFLDWH�PH��$QG�WKDW�HQGHG�XS
EHLQJ�D�YHU\�SRVLWLYH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��,W�GLGQ
W�KDSSHQ�XQWLO�ODWHU�RQ�LQ�WKH�GD\��EXW�,
P
UHDOO\�JODG�WKDW�,�JRW�WR�KDYH�WKDW�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�LQ�WKDW�ZD\��%HFDXVH�WKH�UHDOLW\�LV��LV
WKDW�-HURPH�DQG�,�DUHQ
W�WRJHWKHU�DQ\PRUH��$QG�WKDW
V�QRW�KLV��,W
V�QRW�KLV�IRUWH



UHPHPEHULQJ�GDWHV��EXW�WKH�NLGV�DUH�WKH�FDOHQGDU�DQG�PH�EHLQJ�OLNH��LW
V�P\
ELUWKGD\��6R�WKH\��WKH\�QRZ�NQRZ�WKDW�0RWKHU
V�'D\�DQG�ELUWKGD\V�DUH�LPSRUWDQW�IRU
PH��%XW�WKH�ELJJHVW�UHPLQGHU�WKDW�,�JRW�ZKHQ�,�UHĠHFWHG�RQ�WKH�GD\�ZDV�DIWHU�,�WROG
WKHP�,�FRXOG�KDYH�DOORZHG�P\VHOI�WR�UHFHLYH�EHFDXVH�WKH\�ZDQWHG�WR�JLYH�WR�PH�
DQG�WKH\�ZDQWHG�WR�VKDUH�WKHLU�ORYH�ZLWK�PH��%XW�EHFDXVH�,�KDG�GHFLGHG�WKDW�XQOHVV
ZKHQ�,�ZRNH�XS��,�ZDV�JHWWLQJ�D�FDUG�DQG�,�ZDV�UHFHLYLQJ�WKDW�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�WKHQ�LW
GLGQ
W�PHDQ�DV�PXFK�WR
0H��,�ZDVQ
W�JRLQJ�WR�SXW�DV�PXFK�YDOXH�RQ�LW��,�EORFNHG�P\VHOI��$QG�LW
V�VLOO\
EHFDXVH�,�NQRZ�KRZ�PXFK�P\�NLGV�DGRUH�PH��$QG�,�DOVR�NQRZ�KRZ�PXFK�-HURPH
DSSUHFLDWHV�PH��6R�GRQ
W�GR�ZKDW�,�GLG��:KHQ�ZH�KDYH�DQ�H[SHFWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZD\V
VRPHWKLQJ�KDV�WR�ORRN�DQG�GHFLGH�WKDW�XQOHVV�LW�ORRNV�WKDW�ZD\��LW�GRHVQ
W�FRXQW��ZH
VWRS�RXUVHOYHV�IURP�UHFHLYLQJ�WKH�PDJLF��6R�LI�\RX�NQRZ�WKDW�\RX�GR�WKDW��2U�LI�\RX
NQRZ�WKDW�\RX
UH�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�GRLQJ�WKDW��SDUWLFXODUO\�ZLWK�SHRSOH�WKDW�\RX�ORYH�
P\�LQYLWDWLRQ�LV�WR�JHW�FOHDU�RQ�ZKDW�LW�LV�WKDW�\RX�GHVLUH��DQG�WKHQ�FRPPXQLFDWH�LW�
%HFDXVH�ZKHQ�,�GLG�WKDW��HYHU\WKLQJ�RSHQHG�XS�ERWK�IRU�WKHP��$QG�IRU�PH��7KH
VHFRQG�UHPLQGHU�WKDW�,�JRW�ZDV�%H�SDWLHQW�
6WRS�ORRNLQJ�DW�\RXU�FORFN��DQG�VWRS�EHLQJ�OLNH��ZKHUH�LV�LW"�:KHUH�LV�LW"�:K\�LVQ
W�LW
KHUH�\HW"�:K\�LV�LW�KHUH"�,V�LW�FRPLQJ"�,V�LW�FRPLQJ"�,�FDQ
W�VHH�LW��2K��LW
V�QRW
FRPLQJ"�2K��QRERG\�ORYHV�PH��:RH�LV�PH��PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�ZKDW"�/LNH��GRQ
W�GR�WKDW�
7KH�UHDOLW\�LV��LV�E\�WKH�WLPH�,
G�WDNHQ�WKH�NLGV�WR�VFKRRO��SLFNHG�XS�P\VHOI�XS
6WDUEXFNV��ZKLFK�E\�WKH�ZD\��,�JRW�IRU�IUHH��EHFDXVH�LW�ZDV�P\�ELUWKGD\��%\�WKH�WLPH�,
JRW�KRPH��,
G�DOUHDG\�WLOGH�KDG�DUULYHG�ZLWK�WKLV�EHDXWLIXO�RUFKLG�UHSODFLQJ�WKH�WZR
GHDG�RQHV�
,�KDYH�LQ�WKH�NLWFKHQ��,�KDG�FDUGV��DQG�VRPHERG\�KDG�DOUHDG\�VHQW�PH�ĠRZHUV��<RX
NQRZ��6R�HYHU\WKLQJ�KDG�FKDQJHG�RQ�WKH�PDWHULDO�SODQH�LQ�OHVV�WKDQ����PLQXWHV��<RX
NQRZ��WKHUH�ZDV�WKH�DFNQRZOHGJHPHQW�DQG�WKH�UHFRJQLWLRQ�DQG�QHZ�DSSUHFLDWLRQ��,
GHFLGHG�LW�ZDV�RQ�LWV�ZD\��<RX�NQRZ��SHRSOH�KDG�DOUHDG\�WKRXJKW�SHRSOH�KDG
DOUHDG\�FDUHG�SHRSOH�KDG�DOUHDG\�GHPRQVWUDWHG�KRZ�PXFK�WKH\�DSSUHFLDWH�PH�
$QG�,�WKLQN�WKDW�WKDW
V�WKH�WKLQJ�ZLWK�\RX�DQG�\RXU�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ��\RXU�ORYH�ORRNLQJ
DW�WKH�FORFN�DOO�RI�WKH�WLPH��$QG�ZKHQ�LW
V�QRW�WKHUH��\RX
YH�GHFLGHG�WKDW�LW
V�QRW
ZRUNLQJ��\RX
UH�QRW�JRRG�HQRXJK��LW
V�QHYHU�JRLQJ�WR�DUULYH��$QG�QRQH�RI�WKDW�LV
WUXH��,W
V�MXVW�QRW�WKHUH�\HW��<RX�NQRZ��LW�LV�LPSRVVLEOH��7KH�UHDOLW\�LV�WKDW�LW�LV
LPSRVVLEOH�IRU�PH�RQ�P\�ELUWKGD\��WR�QRW�UHFHLYH�DQG�WR�QRW�IHHO�ORYHG��EHFDXVH�RI
WKH�DPRXQW�WKDW�JRHV�RXW�IURP�PH�IURP�P\�KHDUWV�WKURXJK�P\�KHDUW��/LNH
WKURXJKRXW�WKH�\HDU��LW
V�LPSRVVLEOH�WKDW�HYHQ�WKH�VPDOOHVW�DPRXQW�GRHVQ
W�FRPH
EDFN�WR�PH��,�GRQ
W�GR�LW�IRU�WKDW��,�GR�QRW�GR�LW�IRU�WKDW��%XW�ZKDW�,
P�WDONLQJ�DERXW�LV
PRPHQWXP�DQG�HQHUJ\�DQG�DOLJQHG�DFWLRQ��DQG�WUHDWLQJ�SHRSOH�WKH�ZD\�WKDW�\RX
GHVLUH�WR�EH�WUHDWHG��DQG�,�ORYH�WR�VHQG�JLIWV��,�ORYH�WR�OHW�SHRSOH�NQRZ�WKDW�WKH\�DUH
DSSUHFLDWHG��$QG�LW
V�LPSRVVLEOH�WKDW�WKDW�RQH�RI�WKRVH�SHRSOH�DUHQ
W�JRLQJ�WR
UHFLSURFDWH��<RX�NQRZ��$QG�VR�LI�,
YH�MXVW�DOORZHG�P\VHOI�WR�EH�SDWLHQW��,�ZRXOG�KDYH
UHPRYHG�VWUHVV��,�ZRXOG�KDYH�UHPRYHG�DQ[LHW\��,�ZDV�UHPRYHG�VDGQHVV��,�ZRXOG
KDYH�UHPRYHG�IUXVWUDWLRQ��DQG�MXVW�HQMR\HG�WKH�VSDFLRXVQHVV�MXVW�HQMR\HG�WKH
PRPHQW��$QG�VR�,�UHDOO\�ZDQW�WR�HQFRXUDJH�\RX�WKDW�LI�\RXU�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�LVQ
W�WKHUH
\HW��GRQ
W�ZRUU\��LW
V�MXVW�QRW�WKHUH�\HW��+RZ�ZRXOG�\RX�FKRRVH�WR�EH�LI�\RX�NQHZ
WKDW�LW�ZDV�RQ�LWV�ZD\��,�FRXOG�KDYH�WRWDOO\�VKLIWHG�P\�PRUQLQJ�LI�,
G�KDYH�MXVW�DFWHG�LQ
WKH�NQRZLQJ�LQ�P\�QLJKW�NQRZLQJ�WKDW�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�,�GHVLUHG�ZDV�RQ�LWV�ZD\��1RZ



WKH�WKLUG�UHPLQGHU�WKDW�,�JRW�ZDV�DFWXDOO\�QRQH�RI�WKH�H[WHUQDO�VWXII�PDWWHUV��LI�,�GR
QRW�IHHO�LW�IURP�WKH�LQVLGH�RXW��$QG�VR�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�GD\��,
P
UHFHLYLQJ�PRUH�DQG�PRUH��PRUH�DQG�PRUH��%XW�ZKHUH�P\�PLQG�ZDV�ğ[DWHG�RQ�ZDV
-HURPH�DQG�WKH�NLGV��ZK\�GLG�P\�IDPLO\�QRW�ORYH�PH"
<RX�NQRZ��ZKDW�ZDV�JRLQJ�RQ�KHUH"�$QG�LW�ZDVQ
W�XQWLO�WKDW�,�GHFLGHG�WR�JHW�RYHU
P\VHOI�DQG�UHDOO\�GHHSO\�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKDW��RI�FRXUVH��P\�NLGV�$GRUH�0H��$QG�RI
FRXUVH��P\�H[�DSSUHFLDWHV�PH��$QG�LW�ZDVQ
W�XQWLO�,�GHFLGHG�WR�GURS�WKH�VWRU\��ZKLFK
ZDV�NHHSLQJ�PH�ORRSLQJ�ZDV�NHHSLQJ�PH�IHHOLQJ�RXW�RI�VRUWV�
ZDV�NHHSLQJ�PH�IHHOLQJ�GRZQ�DQG�HPRWLRQDO��,W�ZDVQ
W�XQWLO�,�GHFLGHG�WR�GURS�WKDW�
WKDW�,�UHDOO\�DOORZ�P\VHOI�WR�IHHO�WKH�ORYH�WKDW�ZDV�WKHUH�ULJKW�LQ�IURQW�RI�PH��\RX
NQRZ��$QG�ZKDW
V�UHDOO\�LQWHUHVWLQJ�LV�WKDW�ZLWK�P\�H[��KH�UHPHPEHUHG�DW�DERXW
�����ZDV�D�ELW�OLNH��RK��VRUU\��VRUU\��,�GLGQ
W�VRUW�WKH�NLGV�RXW��$QG�WKHQ�WKH\�FDPH
RYHU�DIWHU�VFKRRO��$QG�LW�ZDV�UHDOO\�QLFH��%XW�ZKDW�LV�LQWHUHVWLQJ�LV�WKDW�,�VWLOO��WKHUH
ZDV�D�SDUW�RI�PH�WKDW�DOPRVW�VWLOO�EORFNHG�LW��OLNH��RK��QR��\RX�FDQ
W�UHPHPEHU�QRZ�
\RX�FDQ
W�FRPH�RYHU�DIWHU�VFKRRO��$QG�,
P�VR�JODG�WKDW�,�GLGQ
W�GR�WKDW��%HFDXVH�LW
PHDQW�WKDW�DQ\�KHDOLQJ�WKDW�QHHGHG�WR�EH�GRQH�ZDV�GRQH��%XW�,�KDG�DOUHDG\
GHFLGHG�EHIRUH�WKHQ�WKDW�,�ZDV�QRW�ZLOOLQJ�WR�VWDUW�P\���WK�\HDU�JRLQJ�LQWR�LW
EORFNLQJ�P\VHOI�VR�REYLRXVO\�IURP�UHFHLYLQJ��$QG�ZKHQ�,�ORRN�EDFN�RQ�LW��ZKHQ�,
UHĠHFWHG�RQ�WKH�GD\��LW�ZDV�VXFK�D�KXPEOLQJ�UHPLQGHU��EHFDXVH�,
P�VR�JRRG��/LNH�,
VDLG�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ��,
P�VR�JRRG�DW�UHFHLYLQJ��LW
V�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�,�KDYH�UHDFKHG�D
OHYHO�RI�PDVWHU\��$QG�WKLV�LQFLGHQW��\RX�NQRZ��DQG�KRZ�,�IHOW��DQG�KRZ�,�KRXVH�KRZ
HDV\�LW�ZDV��IRU�PH�WR�JR�WR�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�RI�WKH�FRLQ��XQFRQVFLRXVO\�XQFRQVFLRXVO\
EORFN�P\VHOI��,
P�OLNH��2K��P\�JRRGQHVV��WKLV�LV�VR�\RX�WKRXJKW�WKDW�\RX�KDG�FUDFNHG
WKLV��\RX�WKRXJKW�WKDW�\RX�ZHUH�EH\RQG�WKLV��$QG�WKLV�LV�WKH�LQYLWDWLRQ�WR�UHPLQG
\RXUVHOI�WKDW�WKLV�LV�DQ�RQ�JRLQJ�FRQVFLRXV�SUDFWLFH��$QG�LI�\RX�GR�QRW�FRQVFLRXVO\
SUDFWLFH��RSHQLQJ�\RXU�KHDUW�DQG�RSHQLQJ�\RXUVHOI�XS��\RX
OO�VWRS�LW��\RX�FDQ�VWRS�LW
LQ�DQ�LQVWDQW��DV�TXLFNO\�DV�\RX�FDQ�RSHQ�LW�XS�DQG�UHFHLYH�LQ�DQ�LQVWDQW��\RX�FDQ
EORFN�LW�DQG�VWRS�LW��6R�GRQ
W�GR�WKDW��HVSHFLDOO\�JRLQJ�LQWR�WKLV�QH[W�\HDU��$QG�VR
ZKDW�LW�GLG��LW�ZDV�D�ZDNH�XS�FDOO��,W
V�OLNH�VXVKL��\RX�NQRZ��WKLV��\RX
YH�JRW�WKLV��VR
PXFK�LV�DYDLODEOH�WR�\RX��'RQ
W�JHW�FRPSODFHQW��<RX�NQRZ��NHHS�UHPHPEHULQJ�ZKDW
LW�PHDQV�WR�NHHS�\RXU�KHDUW�RSHQ��NHHS�UHPHPEHULQJ�ZKDW�LW�ORRNV�OLNH�WR�OHW�WKLQJV
JR��.HHS�UHPHPEHULQJ�ZKDW�LW�IHHOV�OLNH�WR�QRW�PDNH�XS�VWRULHV�WKDW�GRQ
W�VHUYH�\RX
WKDW�FUHDWH�FRQWUDFWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�\RX�NHHS�UHPHPEHULQJ�WKDW��$QG�VR�WKHVH�DUH
EHDXWLIXO�ELUWKGD\�OHVVRQV��EHDXWLIXO�JLIWV��ZKLFK�ZH
UH�DOO�LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�XQLTXH�
VRPHWLPHV�IUXVWUDWLQJ�ZD\��OLNH�WKH�EHVW�JLIWV�WKDW�,�FRXOG�KDYH�UHFHLYHG��DFWXDOO\
JRLQJ�LQWR�P\���WK�\HDU��,�MXVW�GLGQ
W�DSSUHFLDWH�DOO�RI�WKHP�H[DFWO\�DV�,�ZDV�JHWWLQJ
WKHP��,�ZDQW�WR�DFWXDOO\�VKDUH�RQH�PRUH�NLQG�RI�ERQXV�OHVVRQ�UHPLQGHU�JLIW�WKDW�,
UHFHLYHG��6R�,�DFWXDOO\�ZHQW�RQ�WR�KDYH�DQ�LQFUHGLEOH�GD\�DQG�DQ�LQFUHGLEOH�HYHQLQJ�
$QG�,�PHW�XS�ZLWK�D�IULHQG�ZKR�,
YH�NQRZQ�IRU�RYHU����\HDUV��$QG�LW�ZDV�VR�ORYHO\
MXVW�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�EH�ZLWK�KHU�DQG�VKDUH�DQG�MXVW�EH�FRPSOHWHO\�RSHQ�DERXW�KRZ�,
G
IHOW�HDUOLHU�RQ�LQ�WKH�GD\��KRZ�,�IHOW�DERXW�P\�\HDU��<RX�NQRZ�ZKDW�ZDV�FRPLQJ�XS�
$QG�LW�ZDV�VR�JRUJHRXV��$QG�RQH�RI�WKH�IHDUV�WKDW�FRPHV�XS�IRU�SHRSOH�VR
IUHTXHQWO\��7KH\�VD\�WR�PH��\RX�NQRZ��,
P�VFDUHG�RI�H[SDQGLQJ�EHFDXVH�,
P�ZRUULHG
DERXW�ORVLQJ�WKH�SHRSOH�WKDW�,�ORYH��$QG�ZKDW�,�ZDV�UHPLQGHG�RI�VR�H[TXLVLWHO\
GXULQJ�P\�GLQQHU�DQG�GULQNV�ZLWK�P\�IULHQG�LV�WKDW�LW�GRHVQ
W�PDWWHU�KRZ�IDU�\RX
H[SDQG��<RX
YH�DOUHDG\�JRW�OLIHUV�LQ�\RXU�ZRUOG��WKDW�QR�PDWWHU��<RX�NQRZ��KRZ�PXFK



\RX�H[SDQG��ZKHWKHU�\RX�FRQWUDFW��ZKHWKHU�\RX�VSHDN�IRU�PH�ZKHWKHU�\RX�VSHDN
HYHU\�GD\��\RX�GRQ
W�VSHDN�IRU�D�\HDU�RU�WZR��7KHUH�DUH�OLIHUV�LQ�\RXU�ZRUOG�WKDW�ZLOO
QHYHU��QHYHU�GLVDSSHDU��$QG�IRU�PH��,�ZDV�MXVW�UHPLQGHG�RI�KRZ�PXFK�,�GHHSO\
GHHSO\�YDOXH�WKRVH�IULHQGVKLSV�DQG�,�IHHO�VR�IRUWXQDWH�DQG�VR�OXFN\�WR�KDYH�D�IDLU�IHZ
RI�WKHP�LQ�P\�OLIH��3HRSOH�ZKR�NQRZ�WKH�ERQHV�RI�PH�DQG�KDYH�GRQH�IRU�\RX�NQRZ
DOO
ODVWV�D�OLIHWLPH��$QG�VR�LW�ZDV�MXVW��,�WKLQN�WKDW�WKH�JLIW�ZDV�WR�QRW�EH�DIUDLG�RI�WKH
SHRSOH�WKDW�IDOO�DZD\��EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�WKHUH�IRU�D�UHDVRQ�RU�D�VHDVRQ��$QG�WR
GHHSO\�DSSUHFLDWH�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�\RXU�OLIH�DV�NQRZLQJ�WKDW�\RX�GRQ
W�QHHG�WR
JULS�\RX�GRQ
W�QHHG�WR�KROG��\RX�GRQ
W�QHHG�WR�IRUFH�DQ\WKLQJ��WKH\�ZLOO�MXVW�EH
WKHUH��7KH\�DUH�QRW�JRLQJ�DQ\ZKHUH��7KH\�DUH�WKH�SHRSOH�WKDW�\RX�FDQ�FDOO�XS�LQ�WKH
PLGGOH�RI�WKH�QLJKW�DIWHU�\RX�KDYHQ
W�VSRNHQ�WR�WKHP�IRU�WKUHH�\HDUV�DQG�JR�KHOS
DQG�WKH\�ZLOO�EH�WKHUH��$QG�\RX�KDYH�WKRVH�SHRSOH�LQ�\RXU�OLIH�ULJKW�QRZ��$QG�,�WKLQN
\RX�MXVW�JHW�WR�DSSUHFLDWH�WKH�JLIW�RI�WKDW�IULHQGVKLS��WKDW�UHODWLRQVKLS�WKDW�LQWLPDF\
WKDW�KLVWRU\��ZKLOVW�NQRZLQJ�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�DOZD\V�PRUH�PHPRULHV�WR�EH�PDGH��2K
ND\��P\�ORYH��,�KRSH�WKDW�\RX
YH�HQMR\HG�WKLV�HSLVRGH�RQH�D�OLWWOH�ELW�ORQJHU�WKDQ
ZKDW�ZH�KDYH�ZLWK�WKH�RWKHUV��,
YH�JRW�VRPH�DPD]LQJ�WKLQJV�FRPLQJ�XS�IRU�\RX��,I
\RX
YH�HQMR\HG�WKLV��SOHDVH�KLW�PH�XS�RQ�,QVWDJUDP��,
P�RQ�6X]\�XQGHUVFRUH
$VKZRUWK��$QG�LI�\RX�KDYHQ
W�VXEVFULEHG�RU�UHYLHZHG�WKH�SRGFDVW�\HW�,�ZRXOG
PDVVLYHO\�DSSUHFLDWH�LW�EHFDXVH�WKH�PRUH�RI�\RX�WKDW�VXEVFULEH�DQG�UHYLHZ�WKH�PRUH
DSSOH�SXVKHV�RXW�WR�SHRSOH�DQG�,�ZDQW�WR�DFWLYDWH�D�ZKROH�QHZ�ZRUOG�RI�UHFHLYLQJ
ZLWKLQ�DQ�DUP\�RI�XV�VR�OHW
V�JHW�WKH�PHVVDJH�RXW�WKHUH�DQG�,�ZLOO�VHH�\RX�QH[W�ZHHN
DQG�LQ�WKH�PHDQWLPH�SOHDVH�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�IDLWK�SOXV�DFWLRQ�HTXDOV�PLUDFOHV
7KDQN�\RX�IRU�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�LQğQLWH�UHFHLYLQJ�ZLWK�PH�6X]\�$VKZRUWK��,
G�ORYH�WR�VKDUH
ZLWK�\RX�P\�LQğQLWH�UHFHLYLQJ�DFWLYDWLRQ�DXGLR��*R�WR�6X]\�DVKZRUWK�FRP�IRUZDUG
VODVK�DFWLYDWH�LQğQLWH�UHFHLYLQJ

)DLWK���$FWLRQ� �0LUDFOHV


